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Using eBooks 

 

 

Thousands of ebooks are available through BCPL.  They primarily come from three sources: 

1. Kentucky Libraries Unbound 

2. Local sources 

3. Government publications 

 

 

Kentucky Libraries Unbound 

 

Kentucky Libraries Unbound is the name of the digital media download service available in 

many of Kentucky's public libraries.  This service allows you to download electronic books, 

audiobooks, music and movies directly to your computer. 

The ebooks in the collection are primarily current copyrighted items including recent novels and 

nonfiction works.  Three formats are available: Adobe PDF, Adobe EPUB, and MobiPocket.  All 

are rights-protected (DRM-protected) files.  This means that they are not compatible with the 

Amazon Kindle.  All of the Adobe ebooks (most of the collection) are compatible with the Sony 

Reader, Barnes & Noble Nook, Kobo, Pandigital Novel and Literati.  With the newest version of 

the OverDrive Media Console software, the EPUB ebooks will also display on the iPad, iPhone 

and iPod Touch, as well as any smartphone using the Android operating system.  For a complete 

listing of compatible devices, check this website: 

http://www.overdrive.com/resources/drc/compatibleebookdevices.aspx  The latest version of 

OverDrive Media Console can be downloaded here: http://www.overdrive.com/software/omc/ 

To begin using the service, go online to: http://kyunbound.lib.overdrive.com/  or go to the 

library's homepage at http://www.bcpl.org/ and click on the  link at the bottom of the screen to 

"begin downloading now."  A current library card is required to use this service. 

More information can be found online at: http://kyunbound.lib.overdrive.com/Help-

QuickStartGuide.htm

http://www.overdrive.com/resources/drc/compatibleebookdevices.aspx
http://www.overdrive.com/software/omc/
http://kyunbound.lib.overdrive.com/
http://www.bcpl.org/
http://kyunbound.lib.overdrive.com/Help-QuickStartGuide.htm
http://kyunbound.lib.overdrive.com/Help-QuickStartGuide.htm
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Local Sources 

 

A large collection of locally-produced material, including photographs, documents, interviews, 

audiobooks, videos and ebooks is available through the BCPL catalog.  Clicking the web link in 

one of these records will either display the item on your computer or, in the case of audio and 

video files, stream the files for online viewing. 

 

The ebooks in this collection are primarily in the PDF format.  Because these are unprotected 

files, they may be downloaded and transferred to Sony Readers, Barnes & Noble Nooks and the 

newer Amazon Kindles.  These PDF ebooks will not work with the older 1st generation Kindles 

that lack PDF compatibility. 

 

The library is now adding copies of these ebooks in EPUB format, as well as a more Kindle-

friendly format. 

 

 

Click to download 

a copy to your PC 

for use on a PC, 

Kindle, Sony 

Reader, Nook or 

other compatible 

reading device. 
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Government Publications 

 

As printing costs have risen, federal, state and local governments have moved many of their 

publications onto the web.  Many of these are now listed in the library's catalog, and are 

generally available in PDF format. 

 

Because these are unprotected files, they may be downloaded and transferred to Sony Readers, 

Barnes & Noble Nooks, the newer Amazon Kindles and many other devices with PDF 

compatibility.  These PDF ebooks will not work with the older 1st generation Kindles that lack 

PDF compatibility. 

 

 

 


